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October is Economic and
Community Development
Month

October is designated by Rotary International as Community Economic
Development Month, a time to highlight efforts aimed at building thriving,
sustainable futures and empowering communities to guide their own
progress.

Leadership means empowering people to guide their own progress. That is
precisely what Rotary’s economic development projects aim to achieve.

Take, for example, a recent initiative in southern India in which Rotary
members unlocked the power of women of the Adivasi tribal groups through
sewing training to earn a living and regain social inclusion. This year, the
Rotary Club of Windsor Roseland, Ontario, partnered with clubs in Districts
3203 and 3234 in India — and with the Indian organization Sevalaya Trust —
to provide sewing machines and training to 80 Adivasi women. They learned
to stitch saree blouses, kurta tunics, and salwar suits, enabling them to
support themselves and their families. Each woman received a certificate for
completing the program, and the sewing-machine provider offered free long-
term maintenance for the machines.

Another example is the Global Grant initiated by Real Provenchur, Lone Star
Rotary E-Club, to build a bakery and provide training to make bread for an

area in Sierra Leone. These stories are examples of Rotary leadership in action:

Local people guiding solutions that address their community needs. Rotary's
role is not to deliver charity or to impose outside models, but to foster self-
reliance by investing in leadership, skills, and sustainable enterprise.

Leadership is not always about being visible. Sometimes it means listening,
working collaboratively, and amplifying the voices of others. That approach
lies at the heart of Rotary’s philosophy and it's lasting impact on economic
development. By building capacity — whether through microcredit groups,
vocational training workshops, or entrepreneurship programs — we enable
communities to lead their own transformation. When people take ownership
of their progress, change becomes sustainable.
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Karen Chapman *+8&@+ # Public Relations
Ronny Davila* )
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ana Inman

Jason Kutinac * *

Michelle Lyons*+1 @

Heidi Marsala*+4 + Law

Barbara Provencher*+8 &+ Volunteer

Real Provencher*+8& @ + # Peace Builder
Polio Plus

Rotary’s fight to End Polio continues.
With polio eliminated from 99.9% of the
world, our focus remains on reaching every
child and finishing the job. Afghanistan and
Pakistan remain the last endemic countries.

Every contribution to PolioPlus makes a
difference. Through the Gates Foundation
matching partnership, every $1 contributed
can unlock an additional $2.
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Upcoming Events

Rotary Magazine Trivia Quiz, 10/15/2026

Brought to you by PDG Charda Bronaugh
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1. Which club's "Taking Action" story originally appears in the Oct. 2026 issue of
Rotary Magazine?

A. The Rotary Club of Darwin Sunrise, Australia

B. The Rotary Club of Central Port of Spain, Trinidad and

Tobago

C. The Rotary Club of Padova, Italy

D. The Rotary Club of Southampton, Ontario, Canada

E. The Rotary Club of La Paz, Bolivia

2. Which Club's "Taking Action" story originally appeared in the Sept. 2026 issue of
Rotary Magazine?

A. The Rotary Clubs of Kissimmee and Barstow, Forida

B. The Rotary Club of Meridaenglish, Yucatan, Mexico

C. The Rotary Club of Lake Bunyonyi, Uganda

D. The Rotary E-Club of Ibiza International, Spain

E. The Rotary Club of Taipei, Taiwan

3. What Club's Stary of "Taking Action" originally appeared in the Aug. 2026 issue of
Rotary Magazine?
A. The R.C. of Sebring, Florida--opened a public restroom
for visitors
B. the R.C. of Sarnia-Bluewaterland, Ontario, Canada --collected and
sent a shipment of books to Canadian forces in Latvia
C. The R.C. of Borderlands UK--enrolled a pet sheep in the Polioplus
Society Kennel Club
D. The R.C. of Chiang Mai International, Thailand --raised $4000 for
their projects for children by sponsoring a gold ball drop from a
tethered hot-air baloon for prizes

4. What Club's "Taking Action" originally appeared in the June 2026 issue of Rotary
Magazine?
A.R.C. of Chapala Sunrise, Jalisco, Mexico --hosted a five-day Friendship
Conference with members of partner clubs in Canada, the USA, and
Mexico
B. The Rotaract Club of Coimbatore Galaxy, India --assisted pupils from a
local school and provided handwashing stations for them
C. The R.C. of Miscolc, Hungary --ortganized an annual food distribution
during Advsent to people in need.
D. R.C. of Healdsburg, California --members rose at dawn every March 17

to raise funds for PolioPlus P
age 5



October 15 Rotary Magazine Quiz Answers

Program: Patrick Lesley,
Disaster Aid USA

1. A
2.E
3.D

4.B

We will be adding another bulletin feature beginning in
November. It will involve prizes and will be explained at
tonight's meeting.

IRT 'DAY! AN Eyve:SARY
October Birthdays October Anniversaries
Date Joined Club

Jason Kutinac October 05, 2023
Ronnie Davila October 28, 2025
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As of 2026, Patrick Lesley is a financial
advisor at Morgan Stanley in Pearland,
TX with 28+ years of experience
specializing in Retirement Planning,
Estate Planning, and Investment

Patrick Lesley Management.

Patrick was born in Colombia, and moved to the U.S.
when he was six years old. He resides in Pearland, Texas
with his wife and two children. Patrick has been a
Rotarian since 1993 and was a member, board member,
and past president of the Bellaire Rotary. He currently is
a member of the Pearland Rotary, District 5890. He is
also the Rotary ICC President: Mexico-USA.

Patrick has served as an ambassador for Disaster Aid
USA (DAUSA). Disaster Aid USA began with one
Rotary Club's vision to nurture Rotary's Dream of a
world absent of pain and suffering by providing
humanitarian aid when domestic disasters strike.
DAUSA is a Rotary project, and is open to all U.S. Rotary
Districts, their clubs, and their members.

Patrick enjoys traveling, scuba diving, reading, spending
time with his family and friends, classic movies, red
wine, and Kentucky bourbon.
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